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NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATIO 


Not for 
Publication 


For 
Only 


No. 858 


Washington, D. C. 


November 1, 1941 


GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCES APPOINTMENT 
OF 18 CANNERS TO INDUSTRY COMMITTEE 


OPM Sets First Meeting of New Defense Advisory 
Group for November 6 


Names of the 18 canners appointed to the Fish, Fruit, and 
Vegetable Canning Defense Industry Advisory Committee 
were made public October 30 by the Office of Production 
Management. At the same time OPM announced that the 
first meeting of the Committee will be held November 6 
in Room 5055, Social Security Bldg., Washington, D. C. 
The purpose of the meeting is “to discuss canned food re- 
quirements for the Army, ete., explain procedure for ration- 
ing critical raw materials and to outline conservation and 
substitution,” according to telegrams sent out to members 
of the Committee by Sidney J. Weinberg, chief of the Bureau 
of Clearance of Defense Advisory Committees. 


Personnel of the Committee, as announced by the Bureau 
of Clearance, is as follows: 

E. B. Cosgrove, Minnesota Valley Canning Company, 
LeSueur, Minnesota 

Ralph O. Dulany, John H. Dulany & Son, Fruitland, 
Maryland 

Victor H. Elfendahl, Alaska Pacific Salmon Co., Seattle, 
Washington 

Frank Gerber, Fremont Canning Company, Fremont, 
Michigan 

G. Sherwin Haxton, Haxton Canning Company, Oakfield, 
New York 

Harry Irving, Sea Pride Packing Corp., San Francisco, 
California 

A. C. Ketzler, Bordo Products Co., Inc., Winter Haven, 
Florida 

John P. Kraemer, Mammoth Spring Canning Company, 
Sussex, Wisconsin 

H. F. Krimendahl, Crampton Canneries, Inc., Celina, Ohio 

A. M. Lester, California Packing Corp., San Francisco, 
California 
Mayer, Kuner-Empson Company, Brighton, 
“lorada 

Robert C. Paulus, Paulus Brothers Packing Co., Salem, 
Oregon 

George N. Pfarr, Tri-Valley Packing Association, San 
Franeiseo, California 

Pratt D. Phillips, Phillips Bros., Salisbury, Maryland 

George T. Sanders, Litteral Canning Company, Fayette- 
ville, Arkansas 

Fred A, Stare, Columbus Foods Corp., Columbus, Wisconsin 

C. M. Walters, Libby, McNeill & Libby, Chicago, Illinois 


_F. Hall Wrightson, Charles T. Wrightson & Son, Inc., 
Easton, Maryland 


John L. Baxter, of the canned foods unit of OPM’s Divi- 
sion of Purchases, will be the government presiding officer 
at the November 6 meeting of the Committee. 


As reported in the Inrormation Lerrer of October 11, | 
OPM has described the functions of the industry Committee 
in the following fashion: 


“The committee will be called upon for advice in such 
fields as the development of programs for the allocation of 
increases in capacity to insure adequate supplies for defense 
agencies and civilian population; the development of pro- 
grams of allocation of strategic metals and materials for 
their most efficient utilization in the production of canned 
foods; and the development of programs for the most efficient 
use of available materials based upon a study of the supply 
and demand situation with respect to canned fruits, vegetables 
and fish. Its use for such purposes has been cleared with 
the Attorney General of the United States. 


1941 CORN PACK LARGEST ON RECORD 


Total of 27,047,845 Actual Cases Exceeds 1940 
Figure by About Two Thirds 


The 1941 pack of canned sweet corn, exclusive of corn 
on the cob, totaled 27,047,845 actual cases, according to 
figures compiled by the Association's Division of Statistics. 
This is the largest pack of canned sweet corn on record and 
is about two-thirds larger than the actual-case total of 
16,264,049 packed in 1940. States showing the largest gains 
in 1941 pack over 1940 were Illinois, Wisconsin, lowa- 
Nebraska, and Minnesota. 


The Division's report covers all known to have been 
packing in 1941 and includes an estimate for eight canners, 
which represents 1.69 per cent of the pack. 

In addition to this pack, 17 canners reported a pack of 
corn on the cob totaling 763,681 cases, of which 120,702 
cases were packed in the East and 642,979 cases in the West. 
Last year 18 canners reported a pack of 595,307 cases of 
corn on the cob. 

The following table presents the pack of corn in actual 
cases, by regions: 


State 
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Actual cases Actual cases 

Maine, Vermont, New Hampshire............... 789,023 1,389,724 

Maryland and Delaware....................... 1,483,533 2,418,108 

Towa and Nebraska. | 

| 
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The following table presents the 1941 pack by variety, 
style of pack, and region: 


State 


Hi 


Me., Vt. and 
New York. 
Maryland and Delaware. 


lowa and Nebraska. . 
Other States—East..... 


Total. 


Stocks and Shipments of Canned Corn 


Stocks of canned corn in canners’ hands, October 1, 1941, 
were over four and a half million cases more than in canners’ 
hand October 1, 1940, but shipments during the months of 
August and September, 1941, were almost twice as heavy 
as during the same months last year, according to figures 
compiled by the Association’s Division of Statistics. 

The Division announces that owing to the lateness of the 
pack some corn canners could not report their October 1 
stocks in detail. This is, therefore, only a summary report. 
A detailed report of corn stocks as of November 1 will be 
issued shortly. 

The following table presents detailed figures of the 1941 
pack, carryover, shipments, and stocks by varieties and 
sections: 

BRASTERN STATES 


Total 

Supply 

Cases 
1,077,075 1,083,201 


Stocks on 
Oct. 1 
Cases 
818,548 
583 818 
138,431 
105, 281 

2,350,306 


Shipments 
to Oct, 1 
Cases 
264 
106 ,072 
26,001 
16,304 
083,134 


422,704 
128, 


Narrow Grain 
Country Gentleman 
Crosby... . 0,112 
Golden. . .. 20,413 
Whole kernel: 
Bantam Golden. 


22,741 1,724,086 1,746,827 
813, 188 826 422 


7,805,107 7,006,087 


1,324,123 
608,174 


6,018,741 


WESTERN STATES 


Narrow Grain. ... 
Country Gentleman 
Crosby 
Golden ‘ 
Whole kernel: 
Bantam Golden... 
White. . 


Total... 


11,354 


20,085 
. 11,880 


1,000,611 
1,314,023 
2,406,752 

61,654 
6,371,023 


2,046 
8,071 
731 


7, 338 858 
580,017 


. 73,840 19, 162,738 


1,010,125 
1,317,560 
2,475,423 

62, 385 
6,382,377 


7, 307 2, 


601,756 


886,004 
1,069,916 
1,675,620 

57,410 
4,609 


5,341,814 
166, 343 436,413 


19,226, 578 5, 148, 736 M4, 077, B42 


Total stocks of corn on the cob showed 78,164 cases in 
the East, and 504,301 cases in the West. 


South Texas Canners to Meet November 18 


The annual meeting of the South Texas Canners Associa- 
tion will be held November 18 at McAllen, it is announced 
by Executive Secretary J. A. Burch. 


SMA to Buy 4 Million Boxes of Citrus 


Majority of Grapefruit Purchases Will Be in Canned Form; 
Invitations for Pea Offers Renewed 


The Department of Agriculture announced through the 
Surplus Marketing Administration October 29 plans for the 
purchase of the equivalent of nearly four million boxes of 
1941-42-crop citrus fruits during the coming winter season, 
It is probable that the bulk of grapefruit purchases will be 
made in the form of canned grapefruit, grapefruit juice, and 
grapefruit pulp. Orange purchases will consist mainly of 
concentrated orange juice and orange pulp, it was stated. 
Offers to purchase will be made in all citrus-producing 
areas by SMA, and the prevailing market price will be paid 
when purchases are made. 


SMA officials said that present needs will require the 
use of up to 1,100,000 boxes of grapefruit for the preparation 
of canned grapefruit segments, an additional 1,250,000 boxes 
for canned grapefruit juice and about 600,000 boxes f 
grapefruit pulp. The concentrated orange juice needed wil! 
require up to 600,000 boxes of oranges, while an additional 
400,000 will be needed for the manufacture of orange pulp. 


In an announcement issued the same day the Federal 
Surplus Commodities Corporation again invited canners to 
submit offers for the sale of canned peas. Offers are to be 
for any quantity of No. 2 or No. 10 size cans that meet 
the requirements of grade B or C, except that coloring or 
flavoring may be added. All offers must be in FSCC hands 
by October 6 for acceptance in whole or in part on October 
10. The offers also must show a daily rate of delivery 
beginning November 15 and ending December 31, 1941. 


FSCC recently requested apple canners to submit offers 
for the exchange of canned apples, grade C or better, in 
No. 2 or No. 24% size cans, for fresh apples, No. 1 cannery 
grade or better. Acceptances will be made November 4. 

Purchases of canned food items made by the Department 
of Agriculture through FSCC and SMA during the past 
week are listed in the following table along with accumula- 
tive totals of all canned foods purchased by these agencies 
since March 15: 

Oot. 24-Oet, 31 Mar, 15-Oet, 31 


232 


Field Ration, type on 
Milk, evaporated 
Pork 


2 


Whit 
Cream Whole Cream Whole 
style kernel atyle 
Actual Actual Actual 
cases cases cases 
112,563 90 1,060,688 
807 083 537 ,932 402 
Pennsylvania 77,626 227,135 41,457 
Indiana... .. 78,247 520,007 
262,528 19, 108 057 ,040 
Minnesota 44 12,317 1,012,125 
226 20,025 58,156 
Other States—West....... 863 , 252 
Carry- 
over 
from 
Cream style: Cases 
Evergreen.... 6,126 
689 , 800 689 , 800 
165,218 165,422 
112,563 121,075 
3,313,087 3,333,500 Fruits: Cases Cases 
10,000 10,000 
Cream style: 1,000 751 , 
Evergreen 132,221 Vegetables: 
| Tomatoee— 
re 
Fish: 
Species not specified — 
* Pounds, + Includes purchases of preceding week, 
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Army and Navy Invite Canned Meat Bids 


Chicago Depot to Use Them as Basis for Negotiations— 
Navy Also Seeks Canned Snap Beans 

Both the Army and the Navy have issued recent invitations 
for sizeable quantities of canned meat products. Bids re- 
ceived on the Army meat invitations will be used by the 
Chicago Quartermaster Depot as the basis for negotiating 
procurement contracts. Opening date is November 7, but 
the bids will not be publicly opened and no information will 
be furnished until formal approval is received from the 
War Department. 

The following table presents the products, quantities and 
can sizes specified in the invitation: 


Product 


Corned beef hash 

Corned beef hash 

Pork luncheon meat. 

Vienna-style sausage 

Meat and vegetable hash (Ration C, 


Meat and vegetable stew 
Unit M-3) 
Bacon, dry, salt-cured 


* Pounds, 

One half of each of the above quantities is to be packed 
for domestic and one half for overseas shipment. 

The Navy Department will open bids December 2 on 
canned corned beef, December 9 on mincemeat, and De- 
cember 16 on Vienna-style sausage. Deliveries of these items 
are to be made at various naval depots in the quantities 
shown in the following table: 


12-Ib. rectangular 


Naval Depot 


Hremerton, Wash 
Hrooklyn, N. 
San Diego, Calif. 
San Francisco, Calif 
Sewall's Point, Va 
«The Navy reserves the right to make awards for this quantity or specified 
quantities shown in the bid-form. 


The Bureau of Supplies and Accounts of the Navy also has 
issued invitations for bids on 5,430,000 pounds of canned 
snap beans, which will be opened November 18. Of this 
quantity 275,000 pounds are sought for delivery at Sewall’s 
Point, 2,020,000 at San Diego, 3,055,000 at San Francisco, 
and 80,000 for the Puget Sound Navy Yard at Bremerton. 
On the quantities specified for delivery at San Diego and 
San Francisco the Navy reserves the right to make awards 
for the totals or for specified amounts designated in the 
bid-form. 


Blue Stamp Foods Designated for November 


Foods which will be nationally available during November 
for purchase with blue stamps have been announced by the 
Department of Agriculture as follows: 

Pork (all cuts, fresh, including chilled or frozen, pickled, 
sulted, cured or smoked, but not cooked or packed in 
metal or glass containers), butter, corn meal, shell eggs, 
hominy (corn) grits, dry edible beans, wheat flour, enriched 
wheat flour, self-rising flour, enriched self-rising flour, whole 
wheat (Graham) flour, fresh vegetables (including potatoes) , 
raisins, fresh pears, fresh apples, dried prunes, and fresh 
oranges, 


Emil Koster, Board Member, Dies of Injuries 


Emil H. Koster, secretary and sales manager, was the 
second Kuner-Empson Company casualty resulting from the 
auto-crash near Denver October 23 which also took the life 
of Emil R. Mayer, production manager, as reported in last 
week's INFoRMATION Letter. Mr. Koster died of injuries two 
days after the accident. First reports of the tragedy to reach 
the Lerrer erroneously stated that the car Mr. Koster was 
driving had skidded and crashed with another machine. 
According to a later report, from Colorado highway authori- 
ties, the crash occurred when the other car skidded on wet 
pavements directly into the path of the Koster-Mayer ma- 
chine. Mr. Koster was serving his second year as a member 
of the Board of Directors of the Association. 


STUDY OF WAGE-LEVEL COMPETITION 


Labor Bulletin Surveys Effect of Regional Pay 
Differentials on 4 Canned Vegetables 


The extent of competition between canned tomatoes, snap 
beans, spinach, and pimientos originating in low-, medium-, 
and high-wage regions is surveyed and summarized in “Labor 
Standards and Competitive Market Conditions in the Canned 
Goods Industry,” a bulletin recently issued by the Women’s 
Bureau of the Department of Labor and based on studies 
made in 1939 by Mary Anderson. 


The general movement of the four products from their 
principal points of canning was determined and their entrance 
into the wholesale markets of New York and Chicago traced. 
The survey shows the extent to which the products were sold 
within the State in which they were canned and the extent 
to which they enter interstate competition. It also shows 
the effect of the expansion of the industry in regions with 
low wages upon existing industry in regions with high wages. 
The bulletin points out that although Wage and Hour 
regulations set up a single basic wage for all establish- 
ments having more than 10 employees which will narrow 
materially the differences in rates paid cannery labor in 
1941, differentials will remain in State minimum-wage and 
hour regulations and in trade-union agreements. 


One of the findings is that major canning States market 
the largest part of their canned vegetables outside the State 
of production, while minor canning States, with large whole- 
sale food markets, may dispose of most of their pack within 
the State of production. Sixty to 80 per cent of Maryland, 
Indiana and California canned tomatoes are marketed outside 
the State of origin, the survey discloses. New York markets 
more than 80 per cent of its pack within State lines. 


Maryland, Wisconsin, Michigan, Oregon, and Washington 
canned snap beans are largely marketed outside the State; 
New York markets a smaller but material proportion outside; 
but California snap bean production is largely for local use. 


California, Arkansas and Maryland ship three-fourths or 
more of their canned spinach to markets outside the State, 
while Texas ships out about one-fourth. 


More than 90 per cent of Georgia's production of canned 
pimientos (which represents more than two-thirds of the 
total) leaves the State, but California's pack is confined 
largely to Pacific Coast sales. 


rm; 
the 
cing 
Quantity Can Size 
Cans 
300 24-ounce 
436 , 368 5-Ib. 
375.000 6-pound 
900 084 8-02. 
(Ration C, 
28 ounce 
Corned Mince- Vienna 
beef meat sausage 
Pounds Pounds Pounds 
flers 
r, in 
inery 
ment 
past 
nula- 
ncies 
ot, 
sees 
,000 
418 
258 
,000 
806 
500 
,000 
, 129 
600 
O15 
|, 700 
|, 688 
006 
}, 200 
|, 088 
208 
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Findings in the two major wholesale markets—-New York 
and Chicago—disclosed that about 60 per cent of New York's 
canned tomatoes are packed in the Tri-States, about 15 per 
cent each in Indiana and New York State, and smaller 
amounts from the other tomato-producing areas. The 
Indiana-Ohio producing region supplies the Chicago market 
with its major volume. 

About one-third of the New York marketed total of snap 
beans comes from New York State; one-third from the Tri- 
States; one-sixth, the Northwest, and smaller amounts from 
a number of States. Wisconsin, Michigan, the Tri-States, 
and New York supply the Chicago market, with smaller 
amounts coming from the Northwest and the Ozarks. 

Half of New York City’s canned spinach comes from 
Maryland, about 30 per cent from California, and smaller 
amounts from the other States. Chicago gets its canned 
spinach from California, Arkansas, and Maryland. 


In both the New York and Chicago markets all but about 
one per cent of canned pimientos originate in Georgia, the 
remainder coming from California. 

In the section of the bulletin reporting on comparative 
prices on the market it is shown that price differentials kept 
pace with wage differentials. One example cited shows New 
York and Indiana Standard canned tomatoes selling at from 
7% to 11% cents a dozen more than Maryland and Dela- 
ware tomatoes in the New York City market, with average 
earnings of workers in Maryland lower by five cents an hour 
than those prevailing in New York State and Indiana. “The 
study of markets for the four canned vegetables indicates 
that the high-wage regions can compete with medium or 
low-wage regions only on a quality basis. California spinach, 
Northwest snap beans, the best grades of Middle Western 
and New York tomatoes command premium prices,” the 
report states. 

The bulletin concludes that when canning is limited to 
specific regions because of soil or climatic conditions expan- 
sion of such a product in low-wage regions leads to its cur- 
tailment where wages are high. Supporting this contention, 
it is shown that in 1934 California produced 71.2 per cent 
of the Nation’s canned spinach while the Ozark region pro- 
duced 6 per cent but that in 1939 California was producing 
47.5 per cent and the Ozarks 24.6, Distributing firms in 
Chicago attributed the decline in importance of California 
spinach directly to the cheapness of the Ozark product, says 
the survey. California wages on spinach canning were 85 
per cent higher than Arkansas wages, it is stated. In the 
New York market, California spinach has had to compete 
with Maryland spinach, though California prices are about 
30 to 40 per cent higher and earnings of workers about 
80 per cent higher than Maryland's. Other similar examples 
are given. 

The bulletin takes up each of the four canned products 
separately, presenting sections on trends in production, 
labor costs, distribution by producing States, grading, market- 
ing localities, delivered prices and compet'tive factors. Eight 
pages of tables show average hourly earnings of employees 
in the 1939 season by State and occupation, distribution of 
employees according to hourly earnings by State, f.o.b. can- 
nery prices, shipping costs, and delivered prices at Chicago 
and New York, for each product. Copies of the bulletin 
are for sale by the Superintendent of Documents, Washing- 
ton, D. C., at 10 cents each. 


Congress Summary 

During the past week final Congressional approval was 
given to the second Lend-lease appropriation and the meas- 
ure was signed by the President on October 28, the Senate 
began debate of the House resolution to repeal certain 
provisions of the Neutrality Act, and the House Banking and 
Currency Committee worked in executive session on price 
control legislation. Before final approval was given the 
Lend-lease appropriation, a House and Senate Conference 
Committee removed from the $5,985,000,000 measure a pro- 
hibition against use of the funds for purchase of agricultural 
products produced outside the United States. 

The report of the House Banking and Currency Com- 
mittee on its consideration of price control and its recom- 
mendations in the form of a bill are expected to be filed 
in the House soon. It is uncertain just when the recom- 
mendations will be subject to debate on the floor of the 
House. After the Committee bill becomes available an 
analysis of its provisions will be published in the Inrorma- 
TION LeTrer. 


OPM Acts to Ensure Needed Dairy Equipment 


The Office of Production Management acted October 28 
to make available equipment necessary to handle an eight 
billion pound increase in next year’s milk production. 


Douglas C. MacKeachie, director of purchases, announced 
that arrangements have been made for granting a preference 
rating of A-5 to manufacturers of milk cans and a limited 
preference rating of A-5 to manufacturers of hot-tip tinned 
and tin plate dairy equipment. The plan is effective at 
once and will end March 15, 1942. 

Manufacturers will submit PD-1 forms for the steel sheet, 
and their orders may then be made eligible for A-5 priority 
ratings. 

Mr. MacKeachie warned that the rating may not be used 
to build up an inventory but only for the manufacture of 
the cans and pails needed to handle next year's stepped up 
milk production program. In the case of the rating for 
milk cans, only enough steel will be allocated to produce 
955,000 cans necessary to handle the additional eight billion 
pounds of milk, and an additional 385,000 cans for normal 
replacements. In the case of the rating for tin plate equip- 
ment, only enough steel will be allocated to provide an 
increase of 6.8 per cent in dairy pails, milk strainer pails, 
milk kettles, milk strainers, and setter or cream cans, to 
take care of the 6.8 per cent increase in milk production. 

Each manufacturer will be required to show evidence of 
his intention to cooperate in the program to get the cans to 
the milk producers before the opening of the milk season 
next spring. As a condition of the receipt of steel under 
this program, no manufacturer shall maintain an inventory 
larger than that required for his current rate of operation. 
Any of the raw materials in the producer's plants on October 
15 will be subtracted from the amount allotted. 


Toledo Selected for Ohio Canners Meeting 


The Ohio Canners Association will hold its annual meeting 
at Toledo, December 9 and 10, it is announced. Location 
of this meeting had not been determined at the time the dates 
of State association conventions were published in the October 
4 Inrormation Letter. 
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RAW PRODUCTS RESEARCH ACTIVITIES 


Results of California Breeding Studies on Lima 
Beans, Tomatoes, and Asparagus 


The results of tomato breeding studies carried on by the 
California Agricultural Experiment Station are of particular 
interest to canners, since out of them has come the verti- 
cillium-wilt variety known as Essar, as well as definite prog- 
ress towards obtaining a variety resistant to spotted wilt. 


The Essar vine is large and dense and covers the fruit well. 
It grows vigorously and remains green until killed by frost. 
It requires a long growing season, since the peak harvest 
comes about three months after transplanting. Essar is a 
heavy producer, continuing to give high-quality fruit long 
after the Early Santa Clara Canner has passed its peak. 


Spotted wilt, a virus disease carried from plant to plant 
hy thrips, attack both foliage and fruit of tomatoes in the 
cooler coastal areas. Its occurrence is unpredictable from 
year to year. Furthermore, it may be severe in one locality 
but absent only a few miles distant. When diseased plants 
are not completely killed, the fruits often develop yellowish 
rings, making them unfit for market. 


A number of different tomato types were tested for resist- 
ance to this disease. One of them—the Red Currant—was 
found to be extremely resistant but its very small size makes 
it valueless as a commercial tomato. Nevertheless, it has 
proved valuable in breeding experiments. Red Currant has 
been crossed with a number of commercial varieties, and one 
of the resulting hybrids in 1939 proved to be 100 per cent 
resistant on the same field in which an established variety 
was completely susceptible to wilt. The resistant hybrid has 
net yet been named or released. At present it is being back- 
crossed to the original parent to improve its size and color. 
It is hoped that enough seed will be available in 1941 to 
permit commercial tests. 


Diskase-FREE BEAN Seep 


Many years of tests have disclosed that diseased snap-bean 
seed grown out of State will produce healthy seed when 
grown under California conditions. This seed then can be 
planted in eastern and southern States without showing any 
primary infection. Late in the season a secondary infection 
may appear, but yields will not be reduced seriously. The 
station has demonstrated this in cooperative experiments with 
research agencies in other States. As a result, California 
bean farmers have received orders for carload lots of snap- 
hean seed to be used in areas where healthy seed cannot be 
produced. 


Asparacus Researcu 


Asparagus has been the subject of extensive studies at 
the California Station covering several aspects of its pro- 
duction. Variety trials have been carried on at Davis and 
at Ryer Island, which show that Mary Washington gives 
higher yields with larger spears than other strains tested. 
This indicates the need of careful selection for highest 
production. 


Spacing studies have shown that 12- and 18-inch spacing 
in the row gives higher yields than wider spacings without 


loss in size of spear. Practically all recent plantings in 
California have been spaced 12 inches apart in the row. 


Studies of the value of crown-grading have shown that 
higher yields are obtained when the smaller crowns are dis- 
carded and only the larger ones used. This is especially 
true during the early life of the bed. 


Comparison tests of the yields of green and white asparagus 
were carried on from 1932 to 1939. No significant difference 
in yields has been discovered. Cut white spears had a higher 
average weight. However, this was balanced by the fact 
that more green spears were obtained per plant. 


Lima Bean Breepinc 


The station has devoted its attention for many years to the 
development of new and improved bean varieties for use 
by California farmers. Important progress has been made 
in this endeavor both by breeding new varieties and by 
selecting superior strains of those already in use. New 
varieties of large-lima beans have been produced which are 
superior in yield and quality to the best now grown. The best 
of these will soon be selected, placed under the Calapproved 
Plan, and distributed to large-lima bean growers. 


To overcome damage from nematodes to the small-lima 
bean crops, the station developed nematode-resistant varieties 
of the Hopi type. Farmers in a certain area were reluctant, 
however, to use this variety to replace Wilbur, the one usually 
grown, since the resistant varieties require wider spacing in 
the field and hence necessitated adjustment of planting and 
harvesting machinery. Spacing tests showed that Hopi limas 
would out-perform Wilbur even when rowe were not closer 
than three feet and plants were separated in the row by 
from 12 to 18 inches, but growers still were reluctant to shift 
to the resistant varieties. Breeding work therefore was 
started to develop resistance in a variety as small as Wilbur 
and a cross combining the early maturity of Wilbur with the 
high nematode resistance of the Hopi now is being increased 
for distribution. 

Reference: Report of the California Agricultural Experiment 
Station, July 1, 1938 to June 30, 1940, Berkeley. 


New Publications on Mushroom Production 


Mushroom production has increased substantially during 
the past decade, and although there has been a wider dis- 
tribution and consumption of this crop, under present-day 
highly competitive conditions, experienced commercial 
growers have been able to show a profit only through con- 
stant improvement in cultural practices. 


Three new publications by a specialist on phases of mush- 
room production recently have been issued discussing some 
of the newer developments by which increased yields may be 
obtained and costs lowered. One of these publications is a 
popular bulletin issued by the U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture, containing much detailed information on growing the 
crop under different conditions. Harvesting, packing, market- 
ing, and disease and insect control also are discussed. 


The other two publications describe details of preparing 
the compost in order to save labor and manure. The infor- 
mation they contain is of importance to commercial growers. 

References: Mushroom Growing in the United States. Farmers 
Bul. 1875, U. S. Dept. of Agriculture; Indoor Composting for 
Mushroom Culture. Cire. 609, U. S. Dept. of Agriculture; Studies 
on the Preparation of Mushroom Compost. Jour, of Agricultural 
Research, Apr. 1, 1941. 
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Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


Carlot Shipments as Reported to the Agricultural Marketing 
Service by Common Carriers 


Supplies of tomatoes on the fresh market for the week 
ending October 25, 1941, were larger than for the correspond- 
ing week in 1940, but supplies of snap and lima beans, green 
peas and spinach were smaller, according to the Agricultural 
Marketing Service, as evidenced by carlot shipments. 


Supplies of citrus fruits also were smaller for the week 
ending October 25 this year than for the same period last year. 


The following table, compiled from statistics of the AMS, 
gives detailed comparisons of carlot shipments on certain 
dates of selected vegetables and fruits: 


Week ending— Season total to— 

Oct. 25, Oct. 25, Oct. 18, Oct. 25, Oct. 25, 
1940 1041 1940 M41 

4,512 3,052 

20,620 18,115 

5.853 5,448 

5.062 5,305 


VECETANLES 


Beans, snap and lima 142 a 
‘Tomatoes 272 318 527 
87 


Green peas ot) 78 
Spinach 7 i 
Others: 
Domestic, competing directly 768 768 846,204 36,711 
Imports competing indirectly . 85 131 441 738 
rRUITS 
Citrus, domestic 
Imports 
Others, domestic 


2,815 2,702 
32 


138,840 147,567 
386 415 
4.500 


2,400 42,000 39,774 


Miss Black to Show Publications at Food Meeting 


Miss Marjorie H. Black, co-director of the Home Eco- 
nomics Division, will be in charge of the showing of Asso- 
ciation publications at the Food Service Directors Con- 
ference meeting in New York City, November 6 to 8. This 
will mark the first time the publications have been exhibited 
at this meeting. 


From New York Miss Black will go to Milwaukee to 
address the Wisconsin Canners Association on November 11. 
She also is scheduled for a speech before the Minnesota 
Association at Minneapolis on December 5 and between these 
dates will talk to school and club groups in both cities as 
well as in Madison, Wise., and St. Paul, Minn. Her Madison 
appearances include two broadcasts—at 2 p. m., November 
18, from station WIBA and at 10 a. m., November 20, from 
University Station WHA. 


Evaporated and Condensed Milk Statistics 


Evaporated milk manufacturers reported the largest Sep- 
tember production (case goods) on record, according to 
an estimate just released by the Agricultural Marketing 
Service. The estimated September, 1941, total of 278,864,000 
pounds is 42 per cent larger than September last year and 
82 per cent larger than the 5-year (1935-39) September 
average. Also it represents the largest increase over a corre- 
sponding month in 1940 yet recorded this year, the release 
states, and the seasonal drop in production from August to 
September, totaling about 15 million pounds, is the smallest 
since 1936, 

September production of condensed milk (case goods) is 
estimated at 8,010,000 pounds, an increase of 21 per cent 


over September, 1940, and 101 per cent over the 5-year 
September average. 


Stocks of evaporated milk (case goods) held by producers, 
are continuing to increase. Totaling 339,716,000 pounds, the 
October 1 stocks were 50 million pounds larger than the 
September stocks, although 41 million pounds smaller than 
the stocks of October 1, 1940. On the basis of the 5-year 
average, manufacturers’ stocks dropped approximately 47 
million pounds during September. 


FTC Order Issued Against Miles Brokerage 


Miles Brokerage Co., Inc., Clearfield, Pa., and three 
Pennsylvania wholesale grocery and foodstuff companies, 
have been ordered by the Federal Trade Commission to 
cease violations of the brokerage provision of the Robinson- 
Patman Act. 


Commission findings are that the brokerage company’s 
stockholders are also majority stockholders in the three 
respondent grocery companies, who are Miles & Co., Ine., 
Du Bois, Pa., Miles-Bradford Co., Bradford, Pa., and Miles- 
Kane Co., Kane, Pa.; that the brokerage company, while 
acting in behalf of the three grocery companies, received 
substantial brokerage fees from sellers shipping commodi- 
ties to the three grocery companies; and that as a result 
of the brokerage company’s operations the majority stock- 
holders of the three grocery companies receive from sellers 
indirectly, in the form of cash dividends paid upon their 
stockholding in the brokerage company, a substantial portion 
of the brokerage obtained on purchases made by the three 
grocery companies. 


Officers of Florida Canners Association 


New officers of the Florida Canners Association, head- 
quarters, Chamber of Commerce Building, Tampa, elected at 
this year’s annual meeting there are: Lee A. Wheeler, presi- 
dent, Lake Wales; H. W. Nelson, first vice-president, Tampa: 
W. W. Giddings, second vice-president, Winter Haven; Ralph 
Polk, Jr., treasurer, Tampa; and C. C. Rathbun, executive 
secretary, Tampa. 
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